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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: NATO, OCON, AWACS, MILL IT 

SUBJECT: NATO AEW: LETTER TO MOD LATTANZIO FROM SECDEF 

PLEASE TRANSMIT FOLLOWING LETTER TO ITALIAN MOD 
LATTANZIO (BEGIN TEXT): 

MARCH 22, 1977 

DEAR MR. MINISTER: 

I AM LOOKING FORWARD VERY MUCH TO SEEING YOU IN BRUSSELS 
LATER THIS WEEK, AND AM PLEASED THAT ARRANGEMENTS ARE 
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BEING MADE FOR A PRIVATE MEETING BETWEEN US. 

AS YOU KNOW, A GREAT DEAL OF PROGRESS HAS BEEN ACHIEVED 
ON THE PRINCIPAL POINT FOR MINISTERS' CONSIDERATION AT 
THAT MEETING, NATO AEW. I BELIEVE WE HAVE REACHED THE 
POINT WHERE MINISTERS CAN AGREE AT BRUSSELS THIS WEEK TO 
ANNOUNCE THEIR SUPPORT FOR THE PROGRAM AND THEIR DECISION 
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TO SUPPORT ITS ENDORSEMENT THROUGH APPROPRIATE NATIONAL 
PROCESSES. I AM CONFIDENT THAT IF WE AGREE TO THIS, 

SUCCESS FOR THIS ESSENTIAL ALLIANCE PROGRAM WOULD BE 
ASSURED. 

I UNDERSTAND THE STATUS OF YOUR DEFENSE BUDGET MAY MAKE 
IT DIFFICULT FOR ITALY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROCUREMENT 
PHASE OF NATO AEW. HOWEVER, I KNOW YOU APPRECIATE THE 
UNIQUE CONTRIBUTION WHICH NATO AEW COULD MAKE TO THE 
ALLIANCE IN ENHANCED DETERRENCE, EARLY WARNING, AIR AND 
SEA DEFENSE CAPABILITIES, AND CRISIS MANAGEMENT. IN THIS 
CONNECTION, WE HAVE PROVIDED YOUR STAFF WITH ANSWERS TO 
A NUMBER OF TECHNICAL QUESTIONS RAISED CONCERNING THE 
OPERATIONAL CAPABILITIES OF THE PROPOSED NATO AEW SYSTEM. 

I AM THEREFORE HOPEFUL THAT ITALY WILL FIND A MEANS TO 
PARTICIPATE FULLY.IF AN ITALIAN CONTRIBUTION TO PROCURE- 
MENT IN THE EARLY STAGES OF THE PROGRAM PROVES IMPOSSIBLE, 
PERHAPS ITALIAN PARTICIPATION COULD BE ARRANGED IN SOME 
FORM SUCH AS USER REIMBURSEMENT. 

A STRONG STATEMENT FROM YOU ACKNOWLEDGING THE POLITICAL 
AS WELL AS MILITARY IMPORTANCE OF THE PROGRAM AND INDI- 
CATING THAT YOU ARE PREPARED TO PUT IT BEFORE YOUR 
AUTHORITIES FOR ENDORSEMENT THROUGH YOUR NATIONAL 
PROCESSES WOULD BE AN IMPORTANT AND VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE SUCCESSFUL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAM. ITALY, 

AND ALL HER ALLIANCE PARTNERS WOULD, I BELIEVE, BENEFIT 
FROM SUCH AN ACTION ON YOUR PART. I LOOK FORWARD TO 
MEETING YOU AND TO THE BEGINNING OF A FRUITFUL COOPERATION 
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BETWEEN US IN THE INTEREST OF THE DEFENSE OF OUR TWO 
NATIONS AND OF THE ALLIANCE. 

/S/ HAROLD BROWN 

END TEXT. SIGNED LETTER FOLLOWS. 


VANCE 
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